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The presentation addressed the extent to which the regulatory environment influences the growth and 
development of social entrepreneurship in Slovenia. Although social entrepreneurship in other 
countries has become an important generator of regional and local development, the positive effects of 
social entrepreneurship in Slovenia are not very significant. The legal basis for establishment and 
registration of social enterprises in Slovenia were set up in 2012, when the Law on Social 
Entrepreneurship came into force. After three years the development of social entrepreneurship in 
Slovenia is still in its initial phase, both at national as well as regional level. Until today (5th May 
2015), only 58 social enterprises have been registrated in Slovenia. On the other hand, the situation in 
the EU is significantly different: every fourth enterprise in EU is a social enterprise. 
 
The purpose of the presentation is to point out the deficiencies of the regulatory environment for the 
development of social entrepreneurship in Slovenia. At first the Law on social entrepreneurship is 
analysed as a legislatory basis for the creation or transformation of social enterprises in Slovenia. Are 
the procedures that regulate the registration of social enterprises in practice an administrative barrier 
and are the very reason for a low number of social enterprises in Slovenia? Local and national 
supporting measures for starting new businesses are also an important incentive for the development 
of social enterprises, as well as financial mechanisms for financing investments in social enterprises. 
They are both important elements of regulatory environment, provided for development of social 
enterprises and will also be analysed from the viewpoint of their impact on the situation of social 
entrepreneurship in Slovenia.    
 
It can be concluded that the problem of social entrepreneurship in Slovenia is mainly in the ineffective 
implementation of the Law on Social Enterprises that foresees a number of measures for the 
promotion of social entrepreneurship which were never realised. Other reasons are also a poor 
knowledge and understanding of the concept of social entrepreneurship, insufficient cooperation 
between the institutions responsible for the development of social entrepreneurship at the national and 
regional level and the lack of financial mechanisms for financing the investments in social enterprises.  
 
In terms of academic relevance, the presentation fills a gap in the entrepreneurship studies, which have 
largely neglected legal aspects of starting and operating social enterprises in Slovenia. 
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